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RDPE Network: Guide to using the Website Discussion Forums 
 

This guide has been produced to help you use the discussion forums on the website. If you 
come across an issue not mentioned in this guide please get in touch with the Network 
(rdpenetwork@ruralcommunities.gov.uk or 01242 534054). 

 

RDPE Network Home Page: 

 

You can find the discussion 
forums by clicking on the 
“Discuss” spotlight or the 
discussion forums tab at the top 
of the page  

1. The discussion forum landing page can be found at the following address 
http://www.rdpenetwork.org.uk/discussion-forums  or by clicking the discuss button on 
our homepage. This will take you through to the landing page of the discussion forums 
where you can see all of the forums currently on the website. 

http://www.rdpenetwork.org.uk/�
mailto:rdpenetwork@ruralcommunities.gov.uk
http://www.rdpenetwork.org.uk/discussion-forums
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Discussion Forums Landing Page: 

 

New users will have to 
register to be able to 
comment 

You can navigate 
through the 
threads and 
topics in two 
different ways 

Registered users can 
sign in to post their 
comments 

 

2. You can freely navigate each of the discussions forums to see what is talked about We 
have created four main forums: 

• General RDPE 
• The Leader approach 
• Local Authorities  
• Projects 

3. However, within each of these forums a registered user can start a “new topic” or 
“thread” for discussion. (See page 5 for guidance on how to set up a new thread). 

 



3 

Discussion Forums Registration Page: 
 

 
 

Enter your name. 
This will not be 
shared with 
others  

Enter a password 
of at least five 
characters  

You must check 
the accept terms 
and conditions 
box to complete 
your registration 

Please provide 
an e-mail address 
so that a 
confirmation of 
registration can 
be sent to you 

To make sure 
you have the 
correct 
password 
please enter 
your password 
enter again 

Enter a user 
name. This is the 
name that will 
appear against 
your comments  

 
 
4. In order to make a comment on our discussion forums you will need to register on the 

site. By doing this you are simply registering for the discussion forums and not a mailing 
list.  

• The registration form is a clickable link on the discussion forum landing page. We 
will not see any of the information you submit. You only have to provide: 

i. Your real name;  
ii. An e-mail address so that a conformation e-mail can be sent to you;  
iii. A screen name that will appear against your comments; and 
iv. A unique password of at least five characters (make sure it is something 

that you will remember). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.rdpenetwork.org.uk/terms-and-conditions
http://www.rdpenetwork.org.uk/terms-and-conditions
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Post a reply to an existing forum: 
 

 

You can also use 
the “quote this post” 
button to respond to 
a post. The post 
that you wish to 
comment on will 
also appear in your 
entry.

To respond to an 
existing post click the 
“post a reply” button   

After clicking the “post a reply” or “quote this post” button you will see the screen below: 
 

 

The title of the 
thread that you 
are replying to is 
displayed here.  

Type your text in 
the box. You can 
make the text 
bold use italics or 
underline. You 
can also add 
hyperlinks if you 
want to 

 

 
 
5. To post a reply to an existing discussion: 

Once you are happy 
with your response 
click the “submit” 
button and your post 
will be added to the 
forum

• Click on the “post reply” button at the top of the thread;  
• This opens a new page. Where the title of the thread will be already have been 

filled in;  
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• Type the comment that you wish to make; and  
• Click the “submit” button you will be taken back to the thread you were in and 

your comments will be visible. 

 

Start a new topic or thread: 

 

If you wish to start a 
new thread click the 
“start new topic” 
button 

Click on the main forum that you think is most appropriate for the discussion thread that you 
wish to start.  After clicking start new topic you will be see the screen on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Enter a title for your 
topic 

As with replying 
to post you can 
make the text 
bold use italics or 
underline. You 
can also add 
hyperlinks if you 
want to 

Once you are happy 
with your comment 
click the “submit” 
button and your post 
will be added to the 
forum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Adding files to an existing or new thread: 

The steps for adding a file to a thread are the same for a new or existing thread 

 

Enter a title for your 
topic 

Add some text to 
explain about the file 
you are attaching 

When you are happy 
with your post press 
the “submit” button 
and your comments 
and any file 
attachments will 
appear in a thread 
that others will be 
able to view  

To upload a file click 
“browse” button you 
will then be able to 
search your files to 
add the appropriate 
file 

 

You can only add word 2003 and Adobe PDF files.  

If you are having trouble with the uploading of documents then get in touch and we will try to 
help you (rdpenetwork@ruralcommunities.gov.uk or 01242 534054) 

 

6. The discussion forums are not moderated by the Network. If you see a post that you 
think contains inappropriate comments (e.g. offensive, racist or gratuitous language) 
click on the “report a post” button to notify us. 

 

mailto:rdpenetwork@ruralcommunities.gov.uk

